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i960  U.  S.  LACTATION  AVERAGES 

For  DHIA  cows  calving  in  the  year  I960,  7^1*264  lactation  records  re- 
ported for  sire  evaluation  purposes  survived  ADP  editing  procedures.  These 
excluded  records  for  which  no  distinct  breed  was  reported.  The  nationwide 
305 -2 x -ME  average  for  the  i960  calving  year  was  11,333  pounds  of  milk  and 
44l  pounds  of  butterfat. 


This  represents  an  increase  of  4-03  pounds  of  milk  and  13  pounds  of  fat 
over  the  1959  calving  year.  This  increase  may  have  been  caused  by  any  com- 
bination of  factors  such  as  genetic  improvement,  increasing  levels  of  herd 
feeding  and  management,  yearly  weather  differences,  or  changes  in  relative 
proportions  of  the  various  breeds. 


Registered  cows  comprise  52  percent  of  the  7*+l>264  lactation  records 
reported  for  the  i960  calving  year.  Overall  registered  animals  slightly 
excelled  non-registered  animals,  11,369  milk-453  Tat  to  11,294  milk-427  fat. 
Extreme  caution  should  be  exercised  in  the  use  of  these  lactation  averages. 
Comparisons  based  upon  gross  averages  may  be  influenced  in  varying  degrees 
by  differences  in  breeding  value  and  levels  of  herd  management  and  feeding. 

For  example,  herds  composed  of  predominately  registered  animals  may  be 
characterized  by  somewhat  higher  levels  of  environment  than  herds  composed 
of  non-registered  animals.  Other  factors  to  be  considered  are  (l)  the 
possibility  of  differential  degrees  of  culling  in  registered  and  non-register- 
ed herds  and  (2)  possible  differences  in  the  extent  of  the  use  of  artificial 
insemination  in  registered  herds  as  compared  to  herds  largely  composed  of 
non-registered  cows. 
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One  point  which  seems  evident  from  these  averages  is  that  relatively 
more  attention  appears  to  have  been  given  to  butterfat  in  the  registered 
populations  than  in  the  non-registered  populations.  It  is  of  interest  that 
only  the  Holstein  averages  for  registered  cows  excelled  the  milk  production 
of  non-registered  cows. 

Valid  comparisons  of  these  two  groups  of  animals  can  only  be  made  by 
comparing  registered  cows  to  non-registered  animals  calving  in  the  same  herd, 
year,  and  season. 

More  extensive  lactation  tabulations  by  breed,  State,  month  of  fresh- 
ening and  registered  versus  non-registered  will  be  printed  and  supplied  to 
the  Extension  Dairyman  in  each  State. 
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NOVEMBER  15,  1962 


DEADLINE  FOR  REPORTING  LACTATION  RECORDS 


DHIA-718  - DHIA-1095 


Sire  tabulations  are  to  be  made  at  six-month  intervals  in  the  future. 
To  be  included  in  the  tabulations  scheduled  for  January,  1963,  all 
available  lactation  records  should  be  reported  to  the  Branch  by  Nov- 
ember 15,  1962. 

Supervisors  should  report  manually  calculated  lactation  records  on 
form  DHIA-718  as  they  are  completed.  Computing  centers  should 
report  all  available  lactation  records  on  form  DHIA-1095  or  on  mag- 
netic tape. 


DEADLINE  FOR  REPORTING  LACTATION  RECORDS 


NOVEMBER  15,  1962 


CrwftTtoo^AfriailM  Piofrwi 


